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NATIONAL SCIENCE WEEK – 20 August 2020 

‘Herding Caterpillars – the close relationship between ants and lycaenid butterflies, 
focusing on the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) in Pakapakanthi/Victoria 

Park/Park 16.’ 
 

A Webinar via Zoom, on the LYCAENIDAE Family of butterflies, facilitated by the Butterfly 
Conservation SA (BCSA ) and the ‘Friends of the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) Butterfly’. 
 

Butterfly Conservation SA Inc (BCSA) will prepare and deliver a Webinar and an ArcGIS 
Story Map about the amazing relationship between ants and butterflies of the Lycaenid 
Family, focusing on the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) in Pakapakanthi/Victoria 
Park/Park 16 in Adelaide.  
Entomological experts and enthusiasts from across Australia will deliver short talks 
about the amazing world of butterflies and their survival in our environment.   
The webinar will inform the listeners of the long-established relationship between 
Lycaenid larvae, which have a specialized secretory gland that attracts, appeases and 
rewards ants. Speakers will give presentations on the Family Lycaenidae focusing on the 
species occurring in SA and they will discuss the Lycaenid larvae-ant associations and the 
3 broad categories: larvae not attended by ants; frequently attended by ants 
(myrmecophilous); and where larvae are predacious by ants (aphytophagous).  The 
webinar will detail the relationship of the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) and its 
obligate ants, in which the larvae are frequently attended by ants (myrmecophilous). 
 

  
 
 

Iridomymex rufoniger attending a young Lucia 
limbaria larva (G Coote) 

Female adult Lucia limbaria butterfly, on Oxalis 
perennans host plant, allowing an Iridomymex 

rufoniger ant to touch her (P Raine) 
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We will utilise video, collected on a SA Museum expedition, of a chance sighting of the 
larvae-ant association of the Small Bronze Azure (Ogyris otanes) on KI and video 
collected by the BCSA project monitoring the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) over 
the 2018-19 and 2019-2020 flight season.  
 
We will document the importance of the common black ant Iridomyrmex rufoniger to 
the ongoing survival of the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) in Pakapakanthi. The 
micro-management of the grassland in Pakapakanthi since 2012, by staff of the City of 
Adelaide, has enabled this important ecosystem to be conserved and managed ensuring 
the host plant Native Sorrell (Oxalis perennans) of the  Chequered Copper (Lucia 
limbaria) is protected and continues to provide a food source for the Chequered Copper 
(Lucia limbaria) butterfly larvae.  
 
The Friends of Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) Butterfly has enabled many citizen 
scientists to participate and led to discoveries and documentation of Chequered Copper 
populations in other regions of South Australia. 
 
We look forward to your participation in the webinar. 
 
 
Gerry Butler 
Convenor, Friends of the Chequered Copper (Lucia limbaria) Butterfly 
 
Enquiries: Chairman@butterflyconservationsa.net.au   
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Selected images (photographer Greg Coote unless shown otherwise) from Pakapakanthi: 

                   
 
 
 
 

                            
 
 
 
 
 
  

Male CCB 26/2/2020 Female CCB 26/2/2020 

Fresh unhatched eggs of the CCB being inspected 
by an obligate ant Iridomyrmex rufoniger 22/12/19 

 

Fresh unhatched eggs of the CCB 22/12/19 
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Selected images (continued): 
 

                         
 
 
 
 
 

                                   

CCB head closeup with ant’s mandibles open 9/3/20 CCB (F) inspecting an ant - Peter Raine 200318 

CCB caterpillar on ground being herded 9/3/20 Male CCB resting on rock marking territory 6/2/20 


